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MMiissssiioonn

To develop a network of linear corridors of open natural spaces that maintain the wildlife habitat and
recreational legacy of the region and enhance the ecological, economic, and community well-being of
the Upper Columbia Valley.

VViissiioonn  SSttaatteemmeenntt

The Columbia River Greenways Alliance seeks a day when: 

- The critical landscape and habitat features in our region are effectively connected allowing for
the long-term health of the plant and animal communities that rely upon it for survival.
- Our communities evolve in ways that enhance the total well-being of the region, taking into equal
consideration the economic, ecological and social components of well-being.
- The communities of the Upper Columbia Valley are linked both physically and socially by
effective, educational and aesthetically appealing human use corridors.  These corridors offer a
significant contribution to the economic and ecological stability of the region as a whole.

PPRROOJJEECCTTSS
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OOUUTTRREEAACCHH
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FFUUNNDDRRAAIISSIINNGG
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BBOOAARRDD NNOOTTEESS
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Board Profile
Board Members
Charitable Status (front page)

GGRREEEENNWWAAYYSS’’  VVIISSIIOONN

Welcome to THE CURRENT and enjoy the success that it represents. This milestone is dedicated to the
supporters and volunteers who have helped make this celebration possible.

Greenways was initiated by Osprey Communications with the support of the Columbia Basin Trust, in
the fall of 1999.  With the help of the Sonoran Institute, a gathering of local residents at the Successful
Communities Forum in January 2000 expressed that the conservation and restoration of open spaces
is critical to our well being.  A collaboration of these initiatives saw Parks, Provincial agencies,
environmentalists, business organizations, service clubs and private citizens form the Greenways
Alliance.

THE CURRENT is Greenways' first public
reporting of the work that is underway, or that
has been accomplished. There will be many more
issues to follow!

Gerri Brightwell
Chair, Columbia River Greenways
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CCHHAARRIITTAABBLLEE  SSTTAATTUUSS

In a happy turn of events, we have, in a period of
two short months from the time of our
application, received registration as a federal,
not-for-profit charity.

Receipt of this status will dramatically improve
our ability to raise funds and will offer direct
benefits by way of tax receipts.  Further,
designation as a charity ensures that The
Greenways Alliance will be a transparent,
publicly accessible and fiscally responsible
organization.  We are now bound by the rules
and regulations associated with charitable
registration.  And Greenways is now able to take
advantage of the organizational, fundraising
and public access benefits of such registration.

IINN  TTHHIISS  IISSSSUUEE

I s s u e  1

A u t u m n  2 0 0 2

Stay tuned for information on our First Annual
General Meeting!
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SSIINNCCLLAAIIRR  CCRREEEEKK

OOvveerrvviieeww

The Columbia River Greenways Alliance has
secured the necessary funding to undertake the
in-stream restoration of Sinclair Creek within the
bounds of the Village of Radium Hot Springs.
The Sinclair Creek restoration project seeks to
restore the in-stream fisheries and riparian
habitat previously provided by Sinclair Creek.
This creek is a critical connector for native fish
and wildlife between the Kootenay National Park
and the Columbia River Wetlands.  By restoring
the stream's natural course and improving
spawning habitat, it is our hope that Sinclair
creek will once again be home to healthy
populations of bull trout, cutthroat and Kokanee.  

Further, in partnership with the Village of
Radium Hot Springs, Greenways is working
toward the development of recreational and
educational facilities that will engage users in
high quality opportunities to learn about the
natural values of the Creek.  

This project is being undertaken with the support
of Slocan Forest Products and The Pacific Salmon
Foundation, and the in-kind support of John
Wolfe Construction and Baymag Mines.

AApppprrooaacchh

The Sinclair Creek restoration will primarily
involve the restoration of in-stream fisheries
habitat that has been degraded by the alteration
of the stream's natural course.  This will be
accomplished by

--  PPllaacciinngg large natural objects such as logs
and boulders in the stream to create pools
and to allow the stream to meander
--  EEnnssuurriinngg  the minimization of invasive
Brook Trout population by extensively
fishing that species

Not only will restoring the in-stream habitat
assist in the restoration of native fish
populations, but it will also precipitate the
restoration of the Sinclair corridor valuable for
ungulate movement.

The second aspect of the project is public
education about the need for and value of in-
stream restoration work in the Upper Columbia
Valley.  This will be accomplished through

JJAAMMEESS  CCHHAABBOOTT  BBOOAARRDDWWAALLKK

OOvveerrvviieeww

In partnership with the Real Estate Foundation
of BC and the District of Invermere, the Columbia
River Greenways Alliance will be completing the
construction of a dragonfly and wetland
interpretive boardwalk in James Chabot
Provincial park.

The development of the James Chabot Dragonfly
boardwalk will provide a quality recreational
amenity for the community, while also educating
visitors and locals about the internationally
significant habitat values of this region's
wetlands.  

The tiny James Chabot wetland is home to
twenty-four dragonfly species.  Greenways'
intention is that the project will increase local
awareness about the natural values of this
particular wetland and of the region while also
providing a new recreational amenity for the
community.  This fascinating project will soon
become a critical component of the Radium to
Invermere Greenway thanks to the support of
The Real Estate Foundation of BC and the
District of Invermere.

AApppprrooaacchh

The Dragonfly Boardway project will:
--  DDeevveelloopp a first class pedestrian recreational
facility that will engage users in education
about the natural wetland and dragonflies
living within the James Chabot Park wetland
--  FFooccuuss on the twenty-four dragonfly species

IINNTTEERRPPRREETTIIVVEE  TTOOUURR

OOvveerrvviieeww

The Columbia Valley Botanical Gardens trail was
officially opened September 11th.  It is located at
the south end of Invermere, adjacent to Kinsmen
Beach on Lake Windermere. Brochures are
available at the Greenways entry archway. 

The Botanical Gardens Trail and Old Coach Trail
self-guided tours provide recreational users with
an opportunity to learn about the natural and
cultural history of the Upper Columbia Region.
These tours are the backbone of the Greenways
network, linking communities and people to the
places they need and want to go.  This project is
being undertaken with the support of Tembec
Forest Products, Columbia Basin Trust, The
Columbia Valley Botanical Gardens and The
Successful Communities Forum.

AApppprrooaacchh

The self-guided interpretive tours will

--  PPrroovviiddee visitors and locals with recreational
opportunities to learn about the
internationally significant ecosystem values
of the Upper Columbia Valley
--  PPrroovviiddee a safe and effective means for
people to travel between Radium and
Invermere using non-motorized transport

On 4 October 2002, the Regional District of East
Kootenay Board of Directors approved the
development and implementation of a regional
trail along the old highway heading south from
Radium. The Greenways Alliance has developed
an interpretive brochure and tour that highlights
the natural and cultural history features along
the route, and it is hoped that the 13km route
will be open to the public within a year.

For futher details on funding, please see Fundraising
section.

(nataliae subspecies)  >   nothern leopard frog  >   tailed frog (Kootenay population)  >   southern maidenhair fern  >   western pasqueflower (black alpine sedge)  >   saltgrass (foxtail barley)  >   bluebunch
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--  IInnvvoollvviinngg the public in volunteer Kokanee
counts during the annual spawn
--  PPaarrttnneerriinngg with the Village of Radium in
the development of educational and
recreational features along Sinclair Creek,
including spawning viewing platforms, self-
guided interpretive tours and a recreational
pathway

MMUURRRRAAYY  VVOOGGTT (TTEEMMBBEECC), MMEERREEDDIITTHH  HHAAMMSSTTEEAADD (GGRREEEENNWWAAYYSS)
AND  KKIINNDDYY  GGOOSSAALL (CCOOLLUUMMBBIIAA  BBAASSIINN  TTRRUUSSTT) 

that inhabit the wetland, as well as on the
migratory waterfowl and the native fauna of
the wetland
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The Greenways Alliance has had remarkable fundraising success over the past two years.  This current
fiscal year, we have raised over $120,000.  These are monies dedicated to public education about
Greenways, to the development of physical projects like self guided tours, the James Chabot Dragonfly
Boardwalk and to the ongoing organizational needs of the Columbia Valley Greenways Alliance.

What is less obvious about this fundraising, is that Greenways uses its funds to generate economic
activity through conservation initiatives throughout the Upper Columbia Valley.  Greenways continually
employs a myriad of professionals on contract bases: from biologists, education professionals and
landscape architects to local construction contractors, community development specialists.  We pride
ourselves on purchasing  construction materials, office supplies and educational materials locally. 

Thus the $120,000 that has been raised this year contributes to the communities of the Upper
Columbia Valley for economic development through conservation-related employment and purchasing.  
We have been successful in raising funds from afar to support a variety of local initiatives, such as 

LLIIVVIINNGG  WWIITTHH  WWIILLDDLLIIFFEE  

EEccoo  FFaaiirr  2277  --  2288  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22000022

This year's Eco fair was an excellent opportunity
for the Greenways Alliance to showcase its
projects and mission.  Two Greenways walks were
held, one with the Edgewater Elementary School,
and one with 10 conference delegates.  These
walks were a lot of fun, and certainly helped the
Greenways Alliance spread the word about our
organization while educating people of all ages
about ecosystem and cultural values right here in
the Valley.

On the fair’s second day, Greenways provided a
booth to offer up fun activities and information
about Greenways, habitat connectivity, and the
three legged stool of community, ecological, and
economic sustainability.  It offered us an
excellent opportunity to involve and inform, as
well as to listen to the public.  Thank you to all
who came out to Living with Wildlife.  It was a
smashing success.  Special thanks to Michael
Den Otter and to Hillary Page for lending their
expertise to the Greenways walks!

CCOOWWSS  &&  FFIISSHH

On May 16-17 of this year, the Greenways
Alliance hosted two educational workshops.  The
workshops were designed to teach participants
about riparian areas, the need for their
protection, the economic and ecosystem services
they provide to human and natural communities,
and the means of improving management of
these critical resources.

Greenways' Cows and Fish Outreach Program
introduced the subject of riparian areas - the
critical role they play and the importance of
better riparian area management.  Riparian areas
are the wet/dry interfaces between aquatic and
upland habitats.  They house 80% of the world's
biodiversity, and are among the most at risk
ecosystems on the planet.  Here in the Columbia
Valley we are fortunate to have one of the best
examples in the world of riparian habitat: the
Columbia river wetlands.  

The Alberta Cows and Fish Program was
contracted by Greenways to lead workshops that
engaged teachers, ranchers, local governments
and school groups. Lorne Fitch (RPBio), and Barry
Adams (RP Ag.) led the two workshops.  

n
o

rt
h

er
n

 l
o

n
g

-e
ar

ed
 m

yo
ti

s 
 >

  
 s

o
u

th
er

n
 r

ed
-b

ac
ke

d
 v

o
le

 (
g

al
ei

 s
u

b
sp

ec
ie

s)
  

>
  

 g
ri

zz
ly

 b
ea

r 
 >

  
 f

is
h

er
  

>
  

 w
o

lv
er

in
e 

(l
u

sc
u

s 
su

b
sp

ec
ie

s)
  

>
  

 b
ig

h
o

rn
 s

h
ee

p
  

>
  

 a
m

er
ic

an
 b

it
te

rn
  

>
  

 g
re

at
 b

lu
e 

h
er

o
n

 (
h

er
o

d
ia

s 
su

b
sp

ec
ie

s)
  

>
  

 s
an

d
h

il
l 

cr
an

e 
 >

  
 l

ew
is

's
 w

o
o

d
p

ec
ke

r 
 >

OOUUTTRREEAACCHH

FFUUNNDDRRAAIISSIINNGG
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This information on the red-listed American Badger
comes care of Trevor Kinley, Sylvan Consulting Ltd.

American badgers in the East Kootenay are at
the species' northern range limit.  Animals
here show a variety of habitat-use patterns.
Some have small home ranges completely
within valley bottoms, especially in the area
south of Cranbrook.  Others, particularly some
of the radio-tagged males from the Columbia

Valley, have had home ranges of over 500 km2

ranging from the Trench to the alpine!  Diets
are equally varied.  Although the main food
source is the Columbian ground squirrel,
badgers scats and stomachs have been found
to contain just about every imaginable prey
item, including loons, suckers, red-backed
voles, sparrows, frogs, insects and scavenged
ungulates.

DDIIDD YYOOUU KKNNOOWW??

LONG BILLED CURLEW
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EL
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FFEEAATTUURREE PPHHOOTTOO

Mikel Page spotted this curlew on the Zehnder family farms in July of this year.

The long-billed curlew is a blue listed species,
with 40 to 50 pairs estimated in the Columbian
Basin.  Over a hundred years ago, populations of
shorebirds like the long-billed curlew were
decimated by uncontrolled hunting.  With
protection, many shorebird populations that
breed in the Arctic have recovered.  Local curlews
nest in the grasslands of central and western
North America.  This blue-listed species can be
seen in a farmer’s field and on grassland
throughout the Upper Columbia Valley.

The first workshop hosted thirty children enrolled
in the Radium Elementary School.  The students
were dazzled with the fun approach to
information: they learned about the need for and
significance of riparian areas in this region.  The
second workshop was focused on land managers
(local government, ranchers).  In this adult
workshop, participants learned about basic
riparian ecology and they were introduced to a
riparian-health evaluation tool and relevant
management strategies.

Outreach programs like Greenways' Cows and
Fish Riparian Health Education increase public
awareness of ecosystem importance in the
Columbian Valley for economic, social and
environmental sustainability.  It is our
expectation that similar educational programs
will contribute to the improvement of land use
practices throughout the region.  Thanks to all
who participated!

Send in your photo of a blue or red-listed species.  It
could be our next photo featured!

sharp-tailed grouse (columbianus subspecies)  >   long-billed curlew  >   flammulated owl  >   short-eared owl  >   white-throated swift  >   bobolink  >   painted turtle  >  northern long-eared myotis  >
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BBOOAARRDD  OOFF  DDIIRREECCTTOORRSS

OOUURR SSPPOONNSSOORRSS

PPaarrttnneerrss

Osprey Communications
Wings over the Rockies
District of Invermere
Village of Radium Hot Springs
Regional District of East Kootenay
Friends of the Columbia Wetlands Society
The Lands Conservancy of BC
The Sonoran Institute
Columbia Kootenay Fisheries Renewal Partnership
Rotary Club
East Kootenay Conservation Program
Trout Unlimited Canada

Greenways conserves using post-consumer
recycled paper and electronic distribution.

DDoonnoorrss

Columbia Valley Botanical Gardens
Windermere District Farmers’ Institute

The Current4
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PPAARRTTNNEERR  PPRROOFFIILLEE

Each issue of The Current will showcase one of our
partners. Our first issue introduces the EKCP:

NNeeww  IInniittiiaattiivvee  CCoommbbiinneess  RReessoouurrcceess

ffoorr  WWiinn--WWiinn  EEaasstt  KKooootteennaayy

CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  IInniittiiaattiivvee

Over 27 groups and agencies involved in East
Kootenay conservation have joined together to
develop a homegrown strategy promoting
habitat and ecosystem management for
private land in the region.  The participating
organizations have pooled their resources to
take a common approach to land conservation
under the umbrella of the newly-formed East
Kootenay Conservation Program (EKCP).

The East Kootenay has experienced a constant
increase in population and development
activities over the past 30 years, such that  all
aspects of human activities are now affecting
the ecosystem and native species. The East
Kootenay is world-renowned for its scenic
beauty and biological diversity, which includes
over 270 plant and animal species that are
rare, endangered or threatened. The increasing
pressure and demands on the land base,
particularly on private lands, is accelerating
loss of habitat for native plants and animals.

The goal of the partnership is to facilitate a
win-win approach to ecosystem conservation
on private and connected Crown lands to
maintain the rich biological, economic and
social heritage of the East Kootenay. Having
partners working closely together will result in
greater efficiencies, sharing of expertise,
setting priorities and project coordination.

For more information please contact Darrell Smith,
EKCP Program Manager, at 250-342-3655 or at
ekcp@cyberlink.bc.ca.

BBOOAARRDD  PPRROOFFIILLEE

Each issue we would like to profile a member of our
board. Our first issue features our chairperson.

Gerri Brightwell is a resident of Invermere and
has been committed to the vision of the
Columbia Valley Greenways Alliance since its
foundation.  Professionally, Gerri works as a
consultant to small business and on community
economic development initiatives. She is also a
dedicated volunteer, not only to Greenways but
to local groups such as the Wings Over the
Rockies Festival. Gerri has a B.Sc in
Environmental Science and an MBA in Natural
Resources and Energy, both from the University
of Alberta.

Slocan Forest Products
John Wolfe Construction
The Sonoran Institute

IInn  KKiinndd  DDoonnoorrss

District of Invermere
Triad Marketing
Baymag Mines

FFUUNNDDRRAAIISSIINNGG  ((CCOONNTTIINNUUEEDD))

restoration and recreation development in
Radium, conservation and recreation in
Invermere, and public education about natural
assets in our Regional District area.

The development and maintenance of
Greenways in the Upper Columbia Valley is
primarily about conservation, but it is also about
contribution to the long term stability of the
economies and communities in this region.  As a
not-for-profit, registered charity, we understand
the importance of economic as well as
environmental viability and sustainability.  Your

PPaattrroonnss

SSppoonnssoorrss

Newsletter design, layout and
photos courtesy of Prose Art

OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNAALL  SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREE

The Greenways Alliance Board of Directors
guides the implementation of Greenways
throughout the region.  The Board of Directors is
supported by two project coordinators.  We are
assisted by a technical committee of local
experts who contribute their skills on a project
basis to the work of the Greenways Alliance.
Donations received through fundraising are paid
to the Columbia River Greenways Alliance which
will issue receipts for tax purposes to donors.

BBOOAARRDD NNOOTTEESS

SSiinnccllaaiirr  CCrreeeekk

DDrraaggoonnffllyy  
BBooaarrddwwaallkk
SSeellff  GGuuiiddeedd
TToouurrss

CCoowwss  &&  FFiisshh  
EEdduuccaattiioonn

OOuuttrreeaacchh
OOppeerraattiioonnaall  
SSuuppppoorrtt

Slocan Forest Products
Pacific Salmon Foundation
Real Estate Foundation
District of Invermere 
Tembec Environmental Fund 
Sucessful Communities Forum
Columbia Valley Botanical Gardens
Columbia Basin Trust
CKFRP
District of Invermere
Farmer’s Institute
CBFWCP
RCC
Columbia Basin Trust
Sonoran Institute 
EYCI

continued support makes a difference to our
cause and to the health of our economy.

FUNDERS BY PROJECT -  OCTOBER 2002

25,000
10,000
20,000

9,000
6,100
4,700
1,000

700
500
400
300

1,375
11,138

20,000
11,138
5,000

$$  112266,,335500

Gerri  Brightwell
Robert  Earl
Anne  Glassford
Brian  McLaughlin

Victoria  Page
Russell Tibbles
Klara  Trescher
Ron  Verboom

WWW.

.COM


